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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods and a system involve secure communication
between an RFID tag and a reader via the over-the-air
interface, and to corresponding RFID tags and correspond-
ing readers. A modification of the Rabin method is employed
wherein within the framework of the encryption of a plain-
text M into which an identification element of the RFID tag
or of an object furnished therewith is incorporated, there is
computed by the RFID tag, the Montgomery residue (Mont-
gomery reduction) of the square of the plaintext M modulo
n with respect to a Montgomery base R, i.e. C*=M?R™" mod
n, and the resultant ciphertext C* is employed for authen-
ticating the RFID tag. The modulus n=p-q is the public key
of the reader, the prime numbers p, q are the private key of
the reader, and the Montgomery base R is an integer that is
larger than the modulus n.
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MontgomerySquare algorithm:

acc = 0

i=0

while (1 < 2 * d + sd):
// square m
J =max(0, 1+ 1 -d); k=1 -3
accl = 0

while k > j:
accl = accl + my * my
=3 +1;: k=%k-1
acc = acc + 2 * accl
if § ==
acc = acc + my *om,
// Montgomery reduction
if 1 < d + sd:
k =nmin(i, 4 - L); j =1 -
while k > G:

AcL = acc + ay * n;

=3+ k=k-1
a, = (acc * n;.,) mod 2%
ace = acc + a; * n,

else:
k = max(0, i - d-sd+ 1);: j =1 - k
while k < 4d:
acc = acc + a; * n;
j=3-1; k¥x=%k+ 1.
Ci_ase = acc mod 27

nl
acc = acc / 2°



US 9,490,970 B2

1

METHODS AND SYSTEM FOR SECURE
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN AN RFID
TAG AND A READER

BACKGROUND

This invention relates to methods and a system for secure
communication between an RFID tag and a reader via the
over-the-air interface, and to corresponding RFID tags and
corresponding readers.

RFID technology (“radio frequency identification™)
enables in particular the automatic identification of persons
and objects, and is becoming increasingly widespread in a
multiplicity of applications, such as for example in supply
chain management, in access control systems, in systems for
theft protection of goods, in electronic ticketing, and the
like. An RFID system normally consists of a portable data
carrier in the form of an RFID tag (also called a transpon-
der), which a person carries or is attached to an object and
which stores an identification code uniquely identifying the
RFID tag and/or the object (also known to the person skilled
in the art as a Unique ID (UID), Tag-ID (TID) or “Unique
Item Identifier” (UID)), and a reader for contactlessly reading
out the identification code of the RFID tag. The reader is
usually only one reader of a multiplicity of readers which are
installed at different locations and can access, via a back-
ground system, data deposited there for a multiplicity of
RFID tags.

In particular those inexpensive RFID tags intended for
logistics applications and for supply chain management,
which are normally passive RFID tags that draw the energy
required for operation from the electromagnetic field of a
reader, frequently offer no cryptographic functions, so that
an authentication of an RFID tag to a reader is not possible
with such RFID tags. This is the case for example with UHF
RFID tags, which are known to the person skilled in the art
under the name Class-1 Gen-2 EPC tags, i.e. RFID tags that
are configured according to the standard EPC Class 1
Generation 2 or the newer standard ISO/IEC 18000-63. As
is known to the person skilled in the art, the term “Class-1
Gen-2 EPC tags” also includes tags according to the stan-
dard ISO/IEC 18000-63. In such RFID tags the unique
identification code is referred to as the EPC (“Electronic
Product Code”), which is usually a bit sequence consisting
of 96 bits and deposited in a respective RFID tag. Upon a
readout of an RFID tag the EPC is transferred to a reader in
plaintext without authentication and can thus be intercepted
both actively, by a reader of an unauthorized third party, and
passively, by a third party monitoring the insecure commu-
nication channel, i.e. the over-the-air interface, between the
RFID tag and a reader.

This leads to two potential problems, namely, firstly, that
the presence and the position of an RFID tag can be detected
and tracked by an unauthorized third party, which is also
referred to as tracking of an RFID tag, and, secondly, that a
third party can copy the read-out EPC into a new, forged
RFID tag and can thus pass off the new, forged RFID tag as
the tag from which the EPC was originally read out, which
is also referred to as cloning an RFID tag.

For securing the communication between an RFID tag
and a reader it is expedient to use cryptographic methods
which enable, firstly, a unilateral or mutual authentication
between the RFID tag and the reader and, secondly, an
encryption of the communication via the over-the-air inter-
face. Cryptographic methods are subdivided into symmetric
methods, in which transmitter and receiver employ the same
secret key, and public-key or asymmetric methods, in which
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the transmitter employs a public key and the receiver a secret
or private key. However, symmetric methods are known to
involve the problem that the common secret key must be
deposited securely both in an RFID tag and in a reader or a
background system connected thereto, which requires an
elaborate key management in systems with a multiplicity of
RFID tags and a multiplicity of readers, this being unnec-
essary in public-key or asymmetric methods. Such a key
management can also be omitted in systems employing a
symmetric method if the same master key is deposited in all
RFID tags and in the background system. However, this
involves the danger that as soon as the master key of an
RFID tag has been established the whole system is broken.
This danger does not exist in public-key methods.

A known public-key method is the Rabin method which,
like the frequently used RSA method, utilizes modular
exponentiation as its basis. Since the computation of the
encryption is substantially simpler, i.e. less compute-inten-
sive, in the Rabin method than in the RSA method, the Rabin
method is preferable to the RSA method in particular where
the entity carrying out the encryption, i.e. the transmitter of
an encrypted message, has only limited processor power, as
is the case for example with a limited-resource RFID tag that
is to communicate securely with a reader coupled to a
background system.

In the Rabin method the secret key consists of two prime
numbers p and g, chosen in practice to be sufficiently large,
which are linked with each other via a certain congruence
condition. The product n=p-q of the two prime numbers p
and q defines the modulus n and simultaneously represents
the public key. Expediently, the prime numbers p and q are
approximately equally large. According to the Rabin
method, a plaintext M to be transmitted is encrypted by
modular squaring and applying the modulo operation, i.e.
the ciphertext C results from the plaintext M according to the
following formula: C=M? mod n.

The security of the Rabin method is based on the fact that
it is very difficult to compute the modular square root from
the ciphertext C without knowing the prime numbers p and
q. However, this is only the case when the plaintext M is not
substantially smaller than the modulus n. The modulo opera-
tion following squaring prevents the possibility of decryp-
tion by simply taking the root.

Since in the Rabin method the encryption by the trans-
mitter involves a modular squaring, the receiver must for
decryption compute the modular square root of the cipher-
text C. As is known, this can be done utilizing the Chinese
remainder theorem (CRT). As the person skilled in the art
knows, this results in four square roots from which one must
be selected as the original plaintext M. For this purpose, the
“right” plaintext M can be marked for the receiver for
example by means of a suitable identifier, check sum or the
like.

As results from the hereinabove described formula for
computing the ciphertext C in the Rabin method, the trans-
mitter must normally carry out an arbitrary-precision divi-
sion to carry out the modulo operation. However, such an
arbitrary-precision division can only be realized very elabo-
rately in particular on simple microprocessors as are
employed with RFID tags.

The publication “A Low-Resource Public-Key Identifica-
tion Scheme for RFID Tags and Sensor Nodes” by Y. Oren
and M. Feldhofer in D. A. Basin, S. Capkun, and W. Lee,
editors, WISEC, pages 59-68, ACM 2009, proposes under
the name of WIPR method a modification of the conven-
tional Rabin method which is intended in particular for
securing the communication between a limited-resource
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RFID tag with a simple processor and a reader. Compared
with the hereinabove described conventional Rabin method,
the WIPR method has the advantage of employing for
computing the ciphertext, instead of an elaborate arbitrary-
precision division which is very compute-intensive and can
thus hardly be implemented on simple microprocessors as
are usually found on RFID tags, arbitrary-precision multi-
plications, which are substantially faster to execute than
divisions and can also be realized more simply in terms of
hardware.

According to the WIPR method, the ciphertext C' is
computed by the transmitter, e.g. an RFID tag, generating a
random number r, multiplying it by the modulus n and
adding the result to the square of the plaintext M, i.e.
C'=M?+rn. In so doing, an identification code of the RFID
tag is incorporated into the plaintext M and the size of the
random number r is so chosen that the product rn is more
than twice as large as the modulus n. In contrast to the
conventional Rabin method, the square of the plaintext M is
thus not masked in the WIPR method by carrying out the
modulo operation which involves an arbitrary-precision
division, but by adding the product rn with the suitably
chosen random number r.

The publication A. Shamir, “Memory Efficient Variants of
Public-Key Schemes for Smart Card Applications”, in A. D.
Santis, editor, Advances in Cryptology—EUROCRYPT *94,
Springer LNCS, Vol. 950, pages 445-449, has shown that a
method like the WIPR method is just as secure as the
conventional Rabin method provided the random number r
is chosen randomly from a sufficiently large number range.

However, the price paid by the WIPR method for the
advantage of avoiding an arbitrary-precision division is that
the ciphertext C' will normally be very long due to the
omission of the modulo operation when squaring the plain-
text M and due to the product of the modulus n with the
sufficiently large random number r, which slows down the
authentication operation between an RFID tag and a reader
since a larger amount of data must be transferred from the
RFID tag to the reader.

SUMMARY

Against this background, the present invention is based on
the problem of providing improved methods and an
improved system for secure communication between an
RFID tag and a reader via the over-the-air interface which
protect the RFID tag in particular from being tracked and/or
cloned. Further, an accordingly configured RFID tag and an
accordingly configured reader are to be provided.

The invention starts out from the basic idea that for secure
communication between an RFID tag and a reader there is
employed a modification of the Rabin method by which,
within the framework of the encryption of a plaintext M into
which an identification element of the RFID tag or of an
object furnished therewith is incorporated, there is computed
by the RFID tag, instead of the square of the plaintext M
modulo n, i.e. M?> mod n, the Montgomery residue (Mont-
gomery reduction) of the square of the plaintext M modulo
n with respect to a Montgomery base R, i.e. C*=M?R~! mod
n, and the resultant ciphertext C* is employed for authen-
ticating the RFID tag. The modulus n=p-q is the public key
of the reader, the prime numbers p, q are the private key of
the reader, and the Montgomery base R is an integer that is
larger than the modulus n. In this connection the Montgom-
ery base R is normally a power of two.

On the basis of the hereinabove described basic idea of the
present invention there is provided according to a first aspect
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of the invention a method for secure communication
between an RFID tag and a reader, wherein the method
comprises the following steps that are carried out in the
RFID tag. Encrypting a plaintext M into which an identifi-
cation element of the RFID tag or of an object furnished
therewith is incorporated, for computing a ciphertext C* by
computing the Montgomery residue of the square of the
plaintext M modulo n with respect to a Montgomery base R,
ie. C*=M?R™' mod n, and sending out an authentication
message to the reader, the authentication message being
based on the ciphertext C*.

Further, on the basis of the hereinabove described basic
idea of the present invention there is provided according to
a second aspect of the invention a method for secure
communication between an RFID tag and a reader, wherein
the method comprises the following steps that are carried out
in the reader. Receiving from the RFID tag an authentication
message which is based on an encrypted plaintext M into
which an identification element of the RFID tag or of an
object furnished therewith has been incorporated, and
decrypting the encrypted plaintext M wherein the decrypting
step comprises multiplying the encrypted plaintext M by a
Montgomery base R and subsequently carrying out the
modulo operation with the modulus n. Preferably, the
decrypting step further comprises subsequently taking the
square root modulo n analogously to the conventional Rabin
method.

Furthermore, on the basis of the hereinabove described
basic idea of the present invention there is provided accord-
ing to a third aspect of the invention an RFID tag for secure
communication with a reader. The RFID tag comprises a
processor unit and a storage unit. In the storage unit an
identification element is deposited. The processor unit is
configured for encrypting a plaintext M into which the
identification element of the RFID tag or of an object
furnished therewith is incorporated, for computing a cipher-
text C* by computing the Montgomery residue of the square
of the plaintext M modulo n with respect to a Montgomery
base R, i.e. C*=M>R™! mod n, and for sending an authen-
tication message to the reader, the authentication message
being based on the ciphertext C*.

Further, on the basis of the hereinabove described basic
idea of the present invention there is provided according to
a fourth aspect of the invention a reader for secure commu-
nication with an RFID tag. The reader comprises a processor
unit which is configured for receiving from the RFID tag an
authentication message which is based on an encrypted
plaintext M into which an identification element of the RFID
tag or of an object furnished therewith has been incorpo-
rated, and for decrypting the encrypted plaintext, wherein
upon the decryption the encrypted plaintext M is multiplied
by a Montgomery base R and subsequently the modulo
operation with the modulus n is carried out. Preferably, the
processor unit of the reader, for decrypting the encrypted
plaintext, is further configured for subsequently taking the
square root modulo n analogously to the conventional Rabin
method.

Finally, on the basis of the hereinabove described basic
idea of the present invention there is provided according to
a fifth aspect of the invention a system for secure commu-
nication with at least one RFID tag according to the third
aspect of the invention and at least one reader according to
the fourth aspect of the invention.

As mentioned hereinabove, the modulus n=p-q is the
public key of the reader, the prime numbers p, q are the
private key of the reader, and the Montgomery base R is an
integer that is larger than the modulus n.
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Preferably, the authentication message transferred from
the RFID tag to the reader contains the encrypted plaintext
M in the form of the ciphertext C* with C*=M?R™ mod n.

According to preferred embodiments of the invention,
there are further incorporated into the plaintext M a first
random number RND1 generated by the reader and a second
random number RND2 generated by the RFID tag. The first
random number RND1 is preferably transferred to the RFID
tag as a challenge within the framework of a challenge-
response method. In this preferred embodiment, the data
incorporated into the plaintext M, in particular the identifi-
cation element of the RFID tag, the first random number
RND1 and the second random number RND2, are preferably
scrambled by means of an interleaving operation in order to
distribute the random data stemming from the reader and
from the RFID tag randomly over the plaintext M. Through
the contained random components RND1 and RND2 it is
achieved that both the plaintext M and the ciphertext C* are
different upon each readout operation, i.e. upon each query.

Advantageously, the RFID tag is configured such that the
RFID tag can begin with the encryption during the read-in
of the challenge. Further, the first bits or bytes of the
ciphertext C* computed by the RFID tag can already be
transferred to the reader while the subsequent bits or bytes
of the ciphertext C* are still being computed by the RFID
tag. In other words, the RFID tag is preferably configured for
computing the ciphertext C* bit for bit successively and
transmitting the already computed bits of the ciphertext C*
to the reader as part of the authentication message, so that no
intermediate stores (registers) are required and the commu-
nication protocol can be carried out faster.

Electively, there is further incorporated into the plaintext
M a digital signature of the identification element of the
RFID tag, which is preferably deposited in the memory of
the RFID tag and can be checked by the reader.

According to preferred embodiments, the modulus n is
chosen, for saving computing time, as follows: n=1 (mod
25y wwhere nd is an integer with 1=nd<d, bl is the word
width of the processor unit of the RFID tag in bits, and d is
the length of the modulus n in word widths of the processor
unit.

In practice, the number R is typically chosen for a given
modulus n as the next larger power of two, i.e. for a modulus
n consisting of k bits (e.g. 1024 bits) R=2F is chosen.
According to preferred embodiments of the invention,
R=2%7(@+s? i5 set, where bl is the word width of the proces-
sor unit of the RFID tag, d is the length of the modulus n in
word widths of the processor unit, and sd is a security
parameter which is so chosen that it holds that
bl-sd=1, preferably bl-sd=10, and most preferably bl-sd=100.

Preferably, the reader is only one reader of a multiplicity
of readers which are interconnected via a background sys-
tem and can access data deposited in the background system,
which are respectively linked with a respective RFID tag.

According to a preferred embodiment, the RFID tag is a
UHF tag according to the standard ISO/IEC 18000-63 or the
standard Class-1 Gen-2 EPC.

The present invention has in particular the following
advantages. The encryption according to the invention
requires no modular reduction, i.e. no division, and no more
data are generated than corresponds to the length of the
modulus n. Further, the invention offers the possibility of
beginning with computation of the ciphertext C* before the
RFID tag has received all data entering into the computation,
and then beginning to transmit the result of this computation
to the reader before the computation of the ciphertext C* is
completed, thereby enabling data transfer and computation
to be executed in parallel and transaction time to be saved.
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Since the methods according to the invention are public-key
methods, it is only necessary to deposit a public key on the
RFID tag, so that the security of the system is not endan-
gered if an attacker obtains this public key. A further
advantage of the invention is that for decryption of the
ciphertext C* a reader does not have to be connected to a
background system, since the private key required therefor
can be deposited on the reader locally. Finally, a further
advantage is that the invention can be implemented on
conventional readers without hardware modifications.

As the person skilled in the art will appreciate, the
preferred embodiments described hereinabove and defined
in the subclaims can be implemented advantageously within
the framework of the first aspect of the invention, within the
framework of the second aspect of the invention, within the
framework of the third aspect of the invention and within the
framework of the fourth aspect of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further features, advantages and objects of the invention
will emerge from the following detailed description of
several exemplary embodiments and alternative embodi-
ments. Reference is made to the drawings, in which there are
shown:

FIG. 1 a schematic representation of a system for secure
communication between an RFID tag and a reader according
to a preferred embodiment of the invention,

FIG. 2 a schematic detail view of an RFID tag of the
system of FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 a schematic representation of a preferred embodi-
ment of a method according to the invention for secure
communication between an RFID tag and a reader of the
system of FIG. 1, and

FIG. 4 an algorithm for implementing the method accord-
ing to the invention of FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows a schematic representation of a system 10
for communication between an RFID tag and a reader
according to a preferred embodiment of the invention. The
system 10 might be for example an electronic ticketing
system in which an RFID tag represents an electronic ticket
which a person carries.

The system 10 comprises by way of example two RFID
tags, namely the RFID tag 20a and the RFID tag 205, which
can respectively communicate via the over-the-air interface
with a reader 30a and a reader 305, in whose communication
range or reading range the respective RFID tag 20a, 205 is
located. Preferably, the RFID tags 20a, 206 are RFID tags
according to the standard ISO/IEC 18000-63 or EPC Class
1 Generation 2, which are also referred to as EPC tags here.

The readers 30a, 305 are connected via a suitable com-
munication network 40 to a background system or back-end
system 50 in which data linked with the RFID tags 20a, 205
are preferably deposited in a database. Besides the readers
30a, 3056 there can also be integrated into the system 10
represented in FIG. 1 a multiplicity of further readers which
can be in communication with the background system 50,
and access the data deposited there, via the communication
network 40. For clarity’s sake, FIG. 1 represents only two
RFID readers 304, 305 and two RFID tags, namely the RFID
tags 20a, 205. However, the system 10 represented in FIG.
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1 is of course configured for a multiplicity of further RFID
tags being operable in this system 10 besides the RFID tags
20a, 205.

FIG. 2 shows a detail view of the exemplary RFID tag 20a
of the system 10 of FIG. 1, in which the components of the
RFID tag 20qa that are essential for the present preferred
embodiment of the invention are represented schematically.
The RFID tag 20a, whose structure can preferably be, but is
not necessarily, identical to the structure of the RFID tag
205, comprises an external or internal antenna device 22 for
the respective communication via the over-the-air interface
with the readers 30a, 305 of the system 10 of FIG. 1. The
antenna device 22 is in communication via an input-output
interface 24 with a processor unit 25 which can access a
memory 26 of the RFID tag 20q for storing and reading out
data.

In the memory 26 of the RFID tag 204, as represented in
FIG. 2, which may be for example a ROM and/or EEPROM
(flash memory), there are deposited, or can be deposited, the
data that are employed for the preferred secure communi-
cation according to the invention, described hereinafter in
detail, of the RFID tag 204 with one of the readers 30a, 305.
In particular, there is deposited in the memory 26 of the
RFID tag 20a at least one identification element which
enables a unique identification of the RFID tag 20a and/or
of the object furnished with the RFID tag 20qa. The identi-
fication element deposited in the memory 26 may be for
example a TID (“Tag Identifier”) element or a UII (“Unique
Item Identifier”) element, preferably the Electronic Product
Code (EPC) known to the person skilled in the art from the
EPC standard. As can be seen in FIG. 2, there are further
deposited in the memory 26 ofthe RFID tag 20a a public key
n and preferably a digital signature of the identification
element deposited in the memory 26, for example the digital
signature of the UII element, which is marked as SIG(UII)
in FIG. 2, whose purpose will be described in more detail
hereinafter in connection with FIG. 3.

Preferably, the RFID tag 20q further comprises a random
number generator 28 (RND) for generating random numbers
which are employed for the secure communication between
the RFID tag 204 and one of the readers 30a, 305, as will be
described in detail hereinafter in connection with FIG. 3.
Although the random number generator 28 is represented as
a separate unit in FIG. 2, the person skilled in the art will
appreciate that the random number generator 28 could also
be a part of the processor unit 25 or be implemented as a
software module of the processor unit 25. Likewise, the
memory 26 could be configured as part of the processor unit
25.

Besides the access to the memory 26 of the RFID tag 20a
and the internal communication with the input-output inter-
face 24 and the random number generator 28 for example via
a bus system, the processor unit 25 of the RFID tag 20a is
preferably further configured for carrying out or initiating
the steps, described hereinafter in connection with FIG. 3, on
the part of the RFID tag 20q in order to enable a secure
communication between the RFID tag 20a and one of the
readers 30a, 305.

As soon as a reader, for example the reader 30a, detects
that an RFID tag, for example the RFID tag 20aq, is located
in its communication range, the communication protocol
sketched in FIG. 3 is launched by the reader 30a. In so
doing, the reader 304, in step S1 of FIG. 3, first generates a
first random number RND1 (also called a nonce) and
transmits this first random number RND1 to the RFID tag
20a as a challenge within the framework of a challenge-
response method, in step S2 of FIG. 3. Preferably in reaction
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to the reception of the first random number RND1 from the
reader 30a, the RFID tag 20a generates a second random
number RND2, in step S3 of FIG. 3. This second random
number RND?2 is preferably generated by the random num-
ber generator 28 of the RFID tag 20a, independently of the
first random number RND1.

As to be described hereinafter in detail, preferably both
the first random number RND1 contributed by the reader
30a and the second random number RND2 contributed by
the RFID tag 20q are incorporated into the plaintext M to be
encrypted by the RFID tag 20a and transferred to the reader
30a. Since the plaintext M to be encrypted thus has a random
element varying from readout operation to readout opera-
tion, a different encrypted plaintext M, i.e. a different
ciphertext, is also transferred from the RFID tag 20a to the
reader 30a upon each readout operation. This can prevent an
attacker from being able to identify an RFID tag by an
invariable ciphertext sent out by this RFID tag. Furthermore,
the first random number RND1 generated by the reader 30a
has, as mentioned hereinabove, the function of a challenge
within the framework of a challenge-response method
known to the person skilled in the art for authenticating the
RFID tag 20a to the reader 30a.

In step S4 of Figure S3, there is generated by the RFID tag
20a a plaintext M to be encrypted which enables the reader
30a which receives and decrypts the encrypted plaintext M
to identify the RFID tag 20q. For this purpose, there is
incorporated into the plaintext Min particular an identifica-
tion element which enables a unique identification of the
RFID tag 20a and/or of the object furnished with the RFID
tag 20a. In the preferred embodiment represented in the
figures, the identification element is the UIl element depos-
ited in the memory 26 of the RFID tag 20a.

In order for the reader 30a to be able to check the
authenticity of the UII element of the RFID tag 20aq, a digital
signature of the UII element is preferably further incorpo-
rated into the plaintext M. Preferably, a digital signature of
the UII element is deposited in the memory 26 of the RFID
tag 20qa, as indicated in FIG. 2 with the designation SIG
(UID), so that it does not have to be recomputed by the RFID
tag 20a upon each readout operation. As is known to the
person skilled in the art, a digital signature of the UII
element of the RFID tag 20a can be created for example by
applying a private key to the UII element within the frame-
work of a public-key method. For the check of the digital
signature of the UII element by the reader 30a, a public key
matching the private key is applied to the digital signature.

Preferably, there are further incorporated into the plain-
text M, besides the UIl element and the digital signature of
the UIl element, both the first random number RND1
provided by the reader 30a and the second random number
RND2 provided by the RFID tag 204, as described herein-
above. This is preferably effected by means of an interleav-
ing operation MIX implemented on the processor unit 25 of
the RFID tag 20a, which is configured for mixing or
scrambling with each other the UII element, the digital
signature of the UII element, the first random number RND1
and the second random number RND2. The mixture by the
interleaving operation MIX can be effected for example at
the byte level. The result of applying the interleaving
operation MIX to the UII element, the digital signature of
the UII element, the first random number RND1 and the
second random number RND2 is the plaintext M to be
encrypted. The bits of the plaintext M stemming from the
random numbers RND1 and RND2 can be viewed as
padding bits. It may be advantageous to suitably choose the
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lengths of the random numbers RND1 and RND2 to achieve
that the plaintext M has the same length as the modulus n,
for example 1024 bits.

After the plaintext M containing the UII element, inter
alia, has been created by the RFID tag 20aq, in step S4 of
FIG. 3, this plaintext M is encrypted by the RFID tag 20a as
follows, in step S5 of FIG. 3. As in the conventional Rabin
method, the plaintext M is first squared. For generating the
ciphertext, the result of this squaring is subsequently not
subjected to a modulo operation with the modulus n as in the
conventional Rabin method, however, but the Montgomery
residue of the squared plaintext is formed. In general the
Montgomery residue (Montgomery reduction) of an integer
T modulo n with respect to an integer R is defined as TR™*
mod n. where R is larger than the modulus n, R and the
modulus n are coprime (i.e. ggT(R,n)=1) and 0<T<nR (see
chapter 14.3.2 of A. J. Menezes, P. C. van Oorschot, S. C.
Vanstone, “Handbook of Applied Cryptography”). In the
literature the integer R is sometimes referred to as the
Montgomery base.

Within the framework of the present invention, the Mont-
gomery residue of the square of the plaintext M modulo n
with respect to the integer R, as computed by the RFID tag
20a, is defined as the ciphertext C*, i.e. C*=M?R~ mod n,
where the integer R is chosen larger than the modulus n, as
mentioned hereinabove. In practice, the number R is typi-
cally chosen for a given modulus n as the next larger power
of two, i.e. for a modulus n consisting of k bits (e.g. 1024
bits) R=2% is chosen. Further options for the number R that
are preferred according to the present invention will be
described hereinbelow.

After the ciphertext C*=M?R™" mod n has been computed
by the RFID tag 20aq, in step S5 of FIG. 3, the thus computed
ciphertext C* is transmitted to the reader 30a, in step S6 of
FIG. 3, as a response to the challenge sent in step S2 of FIG.
3. The person skilled in the art will appreciate, however, that
instead of the ciphertext C*=M?R~" mod n, a ciphertext C**
further processed again by the RFID tag 20a could in
principle also be transferred to the reader 30a, provided the
RFID tag 20a and the reader 30a have agreed on how the
reader 30a can compute back to the ciphertext C*=M*R™*
mod n from the ciphertext C** further processed and
transmitted by the RFID tag 20a.

In step S7 of FIG. 3, the ciphertext C* transmitted by the
RFID tag 20 in step S6 is first multiplied by R and subse-
quently the modulo operation with the modulus n carried
out, i.e. C*R mod n. Inserting for C* the expression
described in connection with step S5 of FIG. 3, one obtains:
C*R mod n=M’R™'R mod n=M> mod n. As the person
skilled in the art will appreciate, the last expression M? mod
n is the ciphertext of the known Rabin method, which is
referred to as ciphertext C here. In other words, in step S7
of FIG. 3 the ciphertext C=M? mod n known from the known
Rabin method is obtained by multiplying the ciphertext C*
transmitted by the RFID tag 20 by R and subsequently
carrying out the modulo operation with the modulus n.

As in the case of the classical Rabin method, the plaintext
M originally generated by the RFID tag 20aq in step S4 can
now be established by the reader 304, in step S8 of FIG. 3,
by computing the square root of the ciphertext C modulo n
determined in step S7. As described hereinabove, the Chi-
nese remainder theorem (CRT) can be utilized for this
purpose, employing the private key available to the reader
30a in the form of the prime numbers p and q, in order to
compute the four square roots of the ciphertext C. Prefer-
ably, it is made clear to the reader 30a by means of a suitable
marking which of the four square roots of the ciphertext C
is the plaintext M originally generated by the RFID tag 20a.
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For example, the first random number RND1 transmitted by
the reader 304 can be employed for selecting the right square
root, i.e. the right plaintext M.

As described hereinabove, the plaintext M is generated in
step S4 of FIG. 3 by carrying out the interleaving operation
MIX. As the person skilled in the art will appreciate, this
interleaving operation must be undone or inverted again on
the part of the reader 30a to enable the UIl element of the
RFID tag 20a, the digital signature SIG(UII) of the UII
element, the first random number RND1 and the second
random number RND2 to be extracted from the plaintext M.
This inversion of the interleaving operation MIX and the
extraction of the information contained in the plaintext M is
preferably effected in step S9 of FIG. 3. Of course the RFID
tag 20a and the reader 30a must have agreed on which
interleaving operation is employed in step S4 of FIG. 3 to be
able to apply the inverse function thereto in step S9 of FIG.
3.

After step S9 of FIG. 3 has been successfully carried out,
the UII element of the RFID tag 20a, the digital signature of
the UII element, the first random number RND1 and the
second random number RND2 are available to the reader
30a. Using these available elements, the reader 30a can
identify and authenticate the RFID tag 20a. Preferably, in
step S10 of FIG. 3, the intactness of the UII element of the
RFID tag 20q is further checked by the reader 30a, by the
reader 30a checking the digital signature of the UII element.
It is conceivable that for this purpose the reader 30a accesses
the background system 50 to find on the basis of the UII
element of the RFID tag 20a a public key that matches the
private key with which the digital signature of the UII
element of the RFID tag 20a was originally created.

Hereinafter a preferred implementation of the computa-
tion according to the invention of the ciphertext C*, i.e. of
the encryption of the plaintext M, by the RFID tag 20q will
be described with reference to FIG. 4, the sequence of this
encryption being roughly dividable into three sections.

In a first section of the encryption the plaintext M is
processed successively, from the lowest-order to the highest-
order byte. When the interleaving operation MIX is config-
ured for interspersing the first random number RND1 of the
reader 30q into the plaintext Min a uniformly distributed
manner, the first encryption section can already be begun
after reception of the first byte of the random number RND1,
computing being done as long as bytes of the plaintext M are
available. After reception of the next byte of the random
number RND1 from the reader 30a, the encryption is
computed further until the total plaintext M has been
encrypted.

In a second section of the encryption, a system-wide
agreed number of additional Montgomery steps is effected,
i.e. the number R is chosen so as to be accordingly larger
than the next power of two available above the modulus n.
The reason for this measure is that there is less probability
that the final result of the encryption will be larger than the
modulus n (which an attacker could of course recognize and
use as an opportunity for a side channel attack). The prob-
ability of such an overflow is restricted by 27°7*?, where bl
indicates the employed bit length of the arbitrary-precision
operation and sd the number of the additional rounds (=dig-
its) in the second section of the encryption. It is advisable to
choose these numbers such that it preferably holds that
bl-sd=10, and most preferably bl-sd=100, and to accordingly
do without an explicit check for overflow. Should an over-
flow nevertheless happen to occur, the result can be trans-
mitted to the reader 30a without modular reduction.
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In the third section of the encryption, the encrypted output
data are finally generated successively, being consequently
transmittable to the reader 30a in overlap with the end of the
computation. This is especially advantageous since the data
cannot be transmitted in a single transfer step (data block)
anyway due to the length of the ciphertext C* (a ciphertext
of 128 bytes resulting at the usual and necessary length of
the modulus n of 1024 bits). Commercially usual UHF-
RFID readers (according to ISO/IEC 18000-63) are not
arranged for transferring larger data blocks, but limit the
block size to 2 to 16 bytes according to the prior art. Through
the transfer of the data of the ciphertext C* in sections
(so-called chaining), the data are transferred in portions in
sequential order. The resulting overlap between computation
and transfer can be utilized very advantageously to the effect
that the computation can already be begun after the recep-
tion of the first data in parallel with the data transfer.

FIG. 4 shows an algorithm (“MontgomerySquare”) for
computing the ciphertext C*, i.e. for encrypting the plaintext
M, by the RFID tag 20a. For the following description of
this algorithm the following definitions are helpful. It is
assumed that the processor unit 25 of the RFID tag 20q has
a word width of bl bits. The processor unit 25 of the RFID
tag 20q is configured to be able to multiply two bl—bit-wide
words by each other, whereby the result can be up to 2-bl bits
long. In a nonrestrictive way, it is further assumed that the
modulus n has at most a length of d words and thus d-bl bits.
According to a preferred embodiment of the invention, a
security parameter sd is chosen such that the hereinabove
described overflow probability is in the order of magnitude
274054 Ag the person skilled in the art will appreciate, a
larger value of sd will cause a longer computing time. It is
set nonrestrictively that R=25"@*%_As already described
hereinabove, R and/or the security parameter sd should
preferably be chosen such that it preferably holds that
bl-sd=10, and most preferably
bl-sd=100.

For a plaintext M, which is a number with 0=sM<n, the
ciphertext C* can be computed with C*~M?*R~! mod n by
means of the two following steps:

1. Compute an a such that it holds that: a=——M?*n mod R,
O=a<R.

2. Set C*=(M>+a-n)/R

The division in the second step is executable without
remainder. Since 0=M<n it can be assumed for a randomly
chosen M that the value a is likewise distributed uniformly
in the interval [0, . . . , R-1]. Thus, the probability for an
overflow of C* (i.e. it holds that C*=n) is at most equal to
/R, and thus at most equal to 27577,

For an integer x let (Xy, X;, . . ., Xy, . . . , X,.;) be the
representation of X to the base 2%, i.e. it holds that x=3,_,*~
257x,, 0=x,<2"". Let M,, . . ., M), (ng, . .., n, ),
(ags -« -5 Azp501), and (C*, . .., C*, ) be the represen-
tations of M, n, a and C* to the base 2. Further, let n,,  be
the integer uniquely determined by nn,,,=1(mod 2*%) and
0O=n,,, <2"". Then a and C* can be computed according to the
“MontgomerySquare” algorithm represented in FIG. 4, it
being heeded that the binary digits C*, ..., C*,_, of C* are
designated with ¢,_,__, in the algorithm represented in FIG.
4.

With regard to the “MontgomerySquare” algorithm rep-
resented in FIG. 4, the person skilled in the art will appre-
ciate the following.

After i runs through the main loop it holds that a=-M*/n
(mod 227 sy and in the case i>d+sd it moreover holds
that C*=(M>+a-n)/R(mod 25" ¢4 In the ith run through
the main loop, only the first i input values M, . .., M,_, are

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

required, so that this run can already be carried out after the
first 1 input values are available. The ith output value can
already be output after i+s+sd runs through the main loop.
Thus, the above-described overlap of input, processing and
output is readily possible according to the invention.

Of the intermediate value a at most the digits a,, . . ., a,_4,;
are required in the ith run through the main loop, so that d
words with bl bits each are sufficient for storing the part of
a required at any given time.

The algorithm requires altogether at most (d+1)(3d/2+sd)
multiplications.

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention,
the modulus n is chosen, for saving computing time, as
follows: n=I1(mod 2°*"9), where nd is an integer with
1=nd<d. In this case it holds that n,, =2%"~1. The multipli-
cation by n,,, =2-1 (modulo 2*) is then a simple negation.
Apart from the last digit n, the low-order digits
n,; ;,...,n; of narethen equal to zero, so that nl-(d+sd)
multiplications can be saved in comparison to the above-
described “MontgomerySquare” algorithm. If one chooses
e.g. nl=d/2, the number of the multiplications is in the order
of magnitude d(d+sd). This saves about one third of the
multiplications in comparison to the above-described
“MontgomerySquare” algorithm. Prime numbers p, q with
log p~log q, 227 '<n=p-q<2®’? and n=p-q=1(mod 2°7%?)
can be easily constructed. The stated condition for n means
that the bits of the lower half (except for the last bit) are
equal to zero in the binary representation of n. According to
the developments of research known today, this does not
signify any restriction for the security of the method. The
fastest currently known algorithm for factorizing arbitrary
numbers n is the General Number Field Sieve (GNFS). The
only known considerably faster algorithm that, under certain
circumstances, can factorize a number n=p-q, with log p=~log
q for prime numbers p, q, is the Special Number Field Sieve
(SNFS). However, for a randomly chosen n=p-q in which the
lower half of the bits (except for the last bit) is equal to zero,
the SNSF cannot be applied.

As the person skilled in the art will appreciate, the
individual steps of the communication protocol represented
in FIG. 3 need not necessarily take place in the represented
time sequence. This is evidently only required where the
results of a step constitute the input data of a further step.
Further, the person skilled in the art will appreciate that
although preferred embodiments of the invention have been
described hereinabove with reference to an RFID tag which
is preferably a UHF tag according to ISO/IEC 18000-63 or
Class-1 Gen-2 EPC, the invention can likewise be used
advantageously with other types of limited-resource por-
table data carriers that must authenticate themselves to a
reader via the over-the-air interface, such as for example
contactless chip cards, tokens and the like.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for secure communication between a radio
frequency identification (RFID) tag and an RF reader, the
RFID tag comprising a storage unit and a processor unit, and
the RF reader comprising a storage unit and a processor unit,
wherein the method comprises:

the RFID tag encrypting a plaintext M, into which an

identification element (UIl) of the RFID tag is incor-
porated, for computing a ciphertext C* by computing a
Montgomery residue of a square of the plaintext M
modulo n with respect to a Montgomery base R, i.e.
C*=M°R™! mod n, and
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after encrypting the plaintext M, the RFID tag sends an
authentication message over-the-air to the RF reader,
the authentication message being based on the cipher-
text C*,

the RF reader receiving, recording and processing the
authentication message in order to interpret the secure
communication,
wherein the RF reader uses a modulus n=p-q as a public
key, prime numbers p, q as a private key, and the
Montgomery base R as an integer that is larger than the
modulus n

wherein data incorporated into the plaintext M is
scrambled by means of an interleaving operation in
order to distribute random data stemming from the RF
reader and from the RFID tag randomly over the
plaintext M.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the authen-
tication message transferred from the RFID tag to the reader
contains the encrypted plaintext M in a form of the cipher-
text C* with C*=M?R-1 mod n.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein there are
further incorporated into the plaintext M a first random
number RND1 generated by the reader and a second random
number RND2 generated by the RFID tag, wherein the first
random number RND1 is transferred to the RFID tag as a
challenge within a framework of a challenge-response
method.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein the RFID tag
is configured such that the RFID tag can begin with an
encryption during a read-in of the challenge in form of the
first random number RND1, and first bytes of the computed
ciphertext C* can already be output to the reader while
subsequent bytes of the ciphertext C* are still being com-
puted.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein there is
further incorporated into the plaintext M a digital signature
(SIG(UID)) of the identification element (UII) of the RFID
tag, which is deposited in a storage unit of the RFID tag and
can be checked by the reader.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the modulus
n is chosen, for saving computing time, as follows: n=1(mod
2bl'nd), where nd is an integer with 1=nd<d, bl is a word
width of the processor unit of the RFID tag, and d is a length
of the modulus n in word widths of the processor unit.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the Mont-
gomery base R is chosen for a given modulus n as follows:
R=2bl-(d+sd), where bl is a word width of the processor unit
of the RFID tag, d is a length of the modulus n in word
widths of the processor unit, and sd is a security parameter
which is so chosen that it holds that bl-sd=1.

8. A method for secure communication between a radio
frequency identification (RFID) tag and an RF reader, the RF
reader comprising a storage unit and a processor unit, and
the RFID tag comprising a storage unit and a processor unit,
wherein the method comprises:

the RF reader receiving over-the-air from the RFID tag an

authentication message which is based on a ciphertext,
ie. C*=M?R~' mod n, comprising an encrypted plain-
text M, which was encrypted by the RFID tag, into
which an identification element (UII) of the RFID tag
has been incorporated, and

after receiving the plaintext M, the RF reader decrypts the

encrypted plaintext M, a decrypting step comprising
multiplying the encrypted plaintext M by a Montgom-
ery base R and subsequently carrying out a modulo
operation with the modulus n,
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wherein the RF reader uses a modulus n=p-q as a public
key, prime numbers p, q as a private key, and the
Montgomery base R as an integer that is larger than the
modulus n,

wherein data incorporated into the plaintext M is
scrambled by means of an interleaving operation in
order to distribute random data stemming from the RF
reader and from the RFID tag randomly over the
plaintext M.
9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the authen-
tication message transferred from the RFID tag to the reader
contains the encrypted plaintext M in a form of the cipher-
text C* with C*=M>R-1 mod n.
10. The method according to claim 8, wherein there are
further incorporated into the plaintext M a first random
number RND1 generated by the reader and a second random
number RND2 generated by the RFID tag, wherein the first
random number RND1 is transferred to the RFID tag as a
challenge within a framework of a challenge-response
method.
11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the RFID
tag is configured such that the RFID tag can begin with an
encryption during a read-in of the challenge in form of the
first random number RND1, and first bytes of the computed
ciphertext C* can already be output to the reader while
subsequent bytes of the ciphertext C* are still being com-
puted.
12. The method according to claim 8, wherein there is
further incorporated into the plaintext M a digital signature
(SIG(UID)) of the identification element (UII) of the RFID
tag, which is deposited in a storage unit of the RFID tag and
can be checked by the reader.
13. The method according to claim 8, wherein the modu-
Ius n is chosen, for saving computing time, as follows:
n=1(mod 2bl'nd), where nd is an integer with 1=nd<d, bl is
a word width of a processor unit of the RFID tag, and d is
a length of the modulus n in word widths of the processor
unit.
14. The method according to claim 8, wherein the Mont-
gomery base R is chosen for a given modulus n as follows:
R=2bl-(d+sd), where bl is a word width of a processor unit
of the RFID tag, d is a length of the modulus n in word
widths of the processor unit, and sd is a security parameter
which is so chosen that it holds that bl-sd=1.
15. A radio frequency identification (RFID) tag for secure
communication with RF reader,
wherein the RFID tag comprises a processor and memory
into which an identification element (UII) is deposited,
and wherein the processor is configured for encrypting
a plaintext M into which the identification element
(UID) of the RFID tag is incorporated, for computing a
ciphertext C* by computing a Montgomery residue of
a square of the plaintext M modulo n with respect to a
Montgomery base R, i.e. C*=M?R™! mod n, and

transmitting an authentication message over-the-air to the
RF reader, the authentication message being based on
the ciphertext C*,

wherein modulus n=p-q is a public key of the RF reader,
prime numbers p, q are a private key of the RF reader,
and the Montgomery base R is an integer that is larger
than the modulus n,

wherein data incorporated into the plaintext M is
scrambled by means of an interleaving operation in
order to distribute random data stemming from the RF
reader and from the RFID tag randomly over the
plaintext M.
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16. An radio frequency (RF) reader for secure communi-
cation with a radio frequency identification (RFID) tag:

wherein the RF reader comprises memory and a processor
which is configured for receiving over-the-air from the
RFID tag an authentication message which is based on
a ciphertext, i.e. C*=M?R™" mod n, comprising an
encrypted plaintext M, which was encrypted by the
RFID tag, into which an identification element (UM) of
the RFID tag has been incorporated, and

decrypting the encrypted plaintext M, wherein upon
decryption the encrypted plaintext M is multiplied by a
Montgomery base R and subsequently a modulo opera-
tion with modulus n is carried out,

wherein modulus n=p-q as a public key of the RF reader,
prime numbers p, q are a private key of the RF reader,
and the Montgomery base R is an integer that is larger
than the modulus n,

wherein the RF reader is configured such that data incor-
porated into the plaintext M is scrambled by means of
an interleaving operation in order to distribute random
data stemming from the RF reader and from the RFID
tag randomly over the plaintext M.
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